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We are moving quickly to the end of
very busy term with shows and Yea
13 examinations taking place ir
December. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for the
hard work done this term and to all
0KS O2y (i NROdzi 2 NB&
newsletter and to look forward to
many morecontributions through the
year. One or two items have been
held over for hie January edition.

Welcome to New Staff
Dianna Defrenz& Year 3 Cdeacher
Thordis Edwald; teaching Icelandic

Naima Jamat part-time teaching
assistant

Paula Hughes ¢ Finance Assistant

...and welcome to all families who have
joined since October.

Huw Davies

A
V&“
International

School of London

SomeKey Datesn De@mberand January

December

4™ ¢ 14" Year 13 Examinations

Friday 4": Transition Meeting/PYP Induction

Tuesday 15: International Shows

Wednesday 18: Last Day of Ternthormal Wednesday times)

Please note there are no Primary Assemblies dhahd
1lth

January
Monday 4": First day of Term Two: Parent Coffee Mornin
Wednesday 8: ECP to Polka Theatre
Thursday 14: Primary 3 WayConference 09.0a.7.00
Year 13 Parent Teacher Meeting 17-00.30
Year 7 Visit to Natural History Museum
Friday 22% Teacher Training Dayno school for students
25" to 29™: Year 711 Block Week/Yr 12Xaminations
Saturday 3 January: Staff /Parent Art Exhibition

Details of above posted on website and/or mailed separately

Car Drop Offs and Pick Ups.

We would be most gtaful if parents
who are dropping off or picking up thei
children by car would take care not t
park in such a way that they ar
unnecessarily blocking any available
accessspace to the slip road by the
school.



News from Year 13

Three Year 13 students spent a day at Channel 4 finding out about how to apply for the much sought after \work
experience placemestthere. Read the report below:

Our Day at Channelldy MichaelMagan

9:00 GMT, there the three of us were before the grand Channel 4. We walked through the revolving door urisure
of what to expect, other than what we could see through the glass door. We were greeted by four talent staff
who directed us to our securityadges and nametags. We then went and sat down and waited for the open day
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experience in media and had little knowledge of Channel 4. Did yow khat Channel 4 does not make any of

its own programmes? | was blissfully unaware of that. But | digress.

This is not to say that the whole thing was this overwhelming mess, but quite the opposite. How this event
worked was they first taught us whatrki of applicants they were looking for. Then we got to meet the

W5 S LI NI Yh& yost méagdt @e got to meet people from all the different divisions of Channel 4. We ever

got to meet people from the independent production companies. These arethePeo@d K2 Y I 1S [/ KI ¥
programming, by the way. Then in the afternoon we got to attend sessions that explained ruagtinwhat

each departmentwas likeF 2 NJ SEF YLIX S AONAR LI 6NAGAYy3ITX ySé YSRA| =

| do believe that we &had a great time and would recommend if you get the chance to attend you should as
well. Now Meg, Bea and | can dypjfor work placement positionshé&re are only eighty, so wish us luck!

News from a formerYear 13student:

We were very pleased to hear thiticol Lupi(ISL Class of 2007)vho is studying for a BSc in Human Sciencels
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among the highest achieving students in her year. This prize is awarded to sulé@h@htthe teaching
department considers to have achieved exceptional academic results or who have made a significant contribution o the
Department or the School. The MyScholarship winners received their awards from Dr lan McFadzean, Deanauflthe Sch
¢CKS gl NRaz @l fdzSR 4 mMmZIynn SFEOKIZI FFNB 3IAQSY tyydzffeo
Examiners select a number of students who both excelled in their studies and have contributed to the student life of their
department, School or the College during the past academic {&ar.

Our warmest ongratulations to Micdl



Year 11 EcologlieldTrip to Kew Gardens,iursday 1%h November 2009

Year 11 students participated in an Ecology field trip in The Royal Botanical Gafgenssardens). The
students have been studying Ecology this term in Biology so this was a good opportunity to put their lealning
into more practice. Students were able to explore the habitats of organisms living in the wild part of Kew
Gardens and use diffent ecological sampling techniques to estimate the populations of various types| of
organisms. One the tasks was to estimate the population of woodlice in a small area of the forest, our students
were very good at finding the hiding woodlice along with estlunexpected hibernating small animals! They
engaged in the various activities with enthusiasm and commitment although some of the work was very [ime
consuming and labour intensive. The weather was on our side, we were very lucky not to have anymgia dui
very rainy week! The students also visited the Palm house and the Temperate house to explore plant
biodiversity and study the relationships between different plants and animals and their environments. | would
like to thank the students for their effoand good behaviour during the trip. | extend my thanks to Ms Simpsaqn
and Mrs Bourgery for helping in the supervision of the students and making this day a success.

Radia Chibani



ALJ- NBgideita®YP and DRMathematics at ISL

Middle Years Programme (Years 7 to 11)

In each year there are two teaching groups both of mixed ability. Students have 6 lessons of mathematics €ach
week, one of which includes a Maths IT lesson. Each year has its own programme of work which is divided into
units. A unit of work in mathematiasill often include a review before it goes on to develop skills and content.
Mathematics teaching at ISL offers different approaches that may introduce a new dimension through a
specificarea of interaction(such as Health and Social Education, Commamt! Service, Environment and

Human Ingenuity)as well as considering a range of Approaches to Learning, in which students are encouraged
analyse and to take responsibility for their own learning.

Assessment throughout the Middle Years is broadly in liitle tie 1B Learner profile, promoting students to be
knowledgeable, inquirers, communicators and reflective learners by assessing under the following four
assessment criteria

A. Knowledge and Understanding (out of 8)
B. Investigating Pattes (out of 8)
C. Communication in Mathematics (out of 6)
D. Reflection in Mathematics (out of 6)

The assessments that a student is given will vary. For example many units will have a formal test at the end that
will assess criterion A. Othemsay use an investigation that involves looking for patterns or relationships

(criterion B), using a range of mathematical forms to communicate (criterion C) and considering the relevance of
their results and methods (criterion D). The intention is to assEach criterion at least twice during a semester

and thus give a level for each of A, B, C and D. Final overall levels for courses are out of 7.

One of the strengths of the MYP is tiexibility that the programme strives to incorporate through eventsla
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the usual timetable is adjusted to allow for cross curricular themes to be tackled and longer blocks of time t) be
used for different types fotasks. The department also encourages entry intollkeMathematics Challenges

for Junior (Years 7 and 8) and Intermediate (Years 9, 10 and 11), highly regarded national competitions entered
by the majority of top schools in the UK.

We encourage the usaf calculatorsin certain parts of our courses yet recognise the need for confident mentell
and pencil and paper calculation as well. Students in years 10 and 11 are encouraged to buy a CASIO graghical
calculator to enhance their learning of some topics.
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(for which the school has an extended licence and supplies to students to take home and load onto their home
computers.) The focus throughout ftire use of all technology is the enhancement of their understanding.



Homeworkcomprises of two short or one longer piece per week. It is designed to reinforce concepts and skills
encountered in lessons. As with class work, it is expected that presemtatioomework is of a good standard
reflecting care and time.

Diploma Programme (Years 12 and 13)

At ISL we offer students three courses in the subject:
1. Mathematics Higher Level

This is averydemanding course suited to studentsth a good background imathematics who aréighly
competent in a rangef analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to
includemathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right or
within couses such as physics, engineering and technology. Others may take this subject becabagdley
strong interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging with its proBtedents will

need to do a substantial amount of work at homethe pace of the course is fast. Assessment consists of three
examinations at the end of the course (80%) and two pieces of coursework (20%).

Students who start this course should have been performed at the very top levels in their MYP. Units cover¢d
include Algebra,Functions and @lations,Circular Functions andifjonometry, Matrices, Vector§tatistics and
Probability, Calculus and Setselgtions and Groups.

Two fairly typical examples of the level of parts of questions in the final examirstogiven here. Parents

with a mathematical background may enjoy working them through.

The function f is defined by f(x) 2gx+1), where p R
@ { K2e¢ GKLIMpeFpdEL I S
(b) Let i (x) denote the result of differentiating f(x) with respect to x, n times. U
mathematical induction to prove that
fV(x) =P eP(olx+1)+n). hZ*

i .
a) Express the complex number 1+iin the fox/g eb wherea, b Z".

. Al+i g . o
b) Using the result from a), show th%g , Wwhere 1 Z , has only eight distinct

c2 -
values.

c) Hencesolve the equationsz- 1=0




All parents are welcome to look at other examples of the type and level of work that all of the courses entail,
Homeworkwill amount to about 34 hours per week, much of which will require students to be independent,
reading ahead, and going through their notes and examples from lessons.

2. Mathematics Standard Level

Thisis also a demanding courgar students who already Esessa strongknowledge of basic mathematical
concepts, andvho are equipped with the skills needed to apply simple mathematical techniques correctly. The
majority of these students will expect to need a sound mathematical background as they preprteifer

studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology and business adminiStadients will need to

do a substantial amount of work at home as the pace of the course is fast. The units of work Agiellie,
Functions and Equations, @itar Functions andrijonometry, Matrices, VectorsStatistics andi@babilityand
Calculus Assessment consists of two examinations at the end of the course (80%) and two pieces of
coursework (20%).

Homeworkwill amount to about 23 hours per week, murcof which will require students to be independent,
reading ahead, and going through their notes and examples from lessons.

3. Mathematical Studies Standard Level

This couwse caters for students with varied backgrounds and abilities. Miprecifically, its designed to build
confidence and encourage an appreciation of mathematics in studembsdo not anticipate a need for
mathematics in their future studies. Students taking this course neédxe talready equipped witgood

fundamental skills and a rudim&ry knowledge of basic process@sie course includes units dine

Introduction to the Graphic Display Calculator, Number and Algebra, Sets, Logic and Probability, Functions
Geometry and Trigonometry, Statistics, Introductory Differential Calculus aaddial Mathematics
Coursework20% of the finalmarkp2 Yy aA ada 2F | LINR2SO0 ¢ A ( Rhelprojdcgi® dra
an individual piece of work involving the collection of information or the generation of measurements, and the
analysis ad evaluation of the information or measuremenidhere are also two examinations at the end of the
course (80%).

Homeworkwill amount to about 23 hours per week, much of which will require students to be independent,
reading ahead, and going through their notes and examples from lessons.

All of these courses in the Diploma Programme require the student to be adept atagiaghical calculator

including during examinations as many questions are designed with this in mind. At ISL we recommend students
own a CASIO 8750.

B

All students are also encouraged to develop their IT skills in Mathematics. The comprelseftsiaee graphing
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has an extended licence for this purpose.

And finally, a mathpuzzlerthat you could try (and then ask your son or daughitecheck your answer!)

"When | add 3 times my age 3 years from now to 4 times my age 4 years from now, | get 8 times my current age
How old will | be 3 years from now?"

Tim Pascoe

Head of Mathematics



Newsfrom Primary

One of the key developments | woullld to discuss in this issue, and which is of particular concern to ECP
parents, is theEarly Years Foundations Stage (EYFS.)

The EYFS is a statutory framework, introduced by the Department for Children, Schools and Familie&l(DCSF).
registered early ciidhood providers (including ISL) have been required to use it from SeptemberAGO&EYFS
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practitioners should work with children and théamilies to support their development and learning. It

describes how your child should be kept safe and cared for and how all concerned can make sure that your chilc
achieves the most that they can in their earliest years of life.

As part of the statutoryequirements we are required to complete an EYFS profile for each child during the
academic year that he or she reaches the age of five. The purpose is to give year 1 teachers a picture of egch
child's level of attainment at the end of EYFS, enabling ldnening of an effective, responsive and appropriate
curriculum that will meet children's needs. This framework supports many of the standards and practices of|the
IBPYP and has no impact on the provision of the ECP PYP curriculum.

Miss Weston, the ECP tdwar, will be giving a detailed presentation to parents next term (date to be
confirmed). In the meantime, if you would like to find out more about the EYFS you can download a brochure at:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/126435

Important reminders
After school arrangements

If you have arranged for your child to travel home with another student or another means of trangieage

let the front office or yourchild's classroom teacher know, preferably with a written note one day in advance.
The bus drivers cannot leave until they know that all students are accounted for. We also can't let students
leave the school grounds unless they have been given permission.

International Show

The Primary International Show is on 15th December at 2.00pm. Besides being a fun way to celebrate the ¢nd o
term, it is a fantastic opportunity for the children to develop their self confidence, communication, social and
drama skib. If you know in advance that your child/ren will be absent from school on this date, pledhkeitet
classroom teacher know as soon as posdiel®re roles are allocated.

Due to health and safety regulations we are only able to issue two tickefsupdy for the performance. If you
don't need all the tickets you have been allocated, or you would like more, please indicate this on the form &and
return it to your child's classroom teachers as soon as possible.

Threeway Conferences

The Primary Threvay Conferences will be held on 14thnuary. The conferences provide a unique way for the
children to share what theliave been learning at school and set learning goals for the rest of theBlease

keep in mind that the children will not attend scHdor the full day this day, other than for your pagranged
appointment time. More information will be sent home later this term.

If there are Primary related items parents would wish me to cover, please let me know.

Michael Pantehis


http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/126435
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From the 2° to the 7" of November, seven students from Year 12 travelled to Munich, Germany for a Model
United Nations conference.

The Model United Nations is essentially a conference where different schools from all over the world are inyited
to debate various important global issues that are discussed in the UN itself.

Representing the Syrian Arab Republic were our very-&ahanHashi, Cian Donohoe, Priyanka Mogul, Daniella
Dahoui, Mohamad Osman, Atheer Aljahdahmi and ambassador of our delegation, Victor Nascimhento
delivered an amazing speech on the first day of our conference, in front of 300 MUN patrticipants.

The formal sits, the conferences, the partying, the laughs, our amazing teachkrsSeaver and Dr. Evans, and
even the wintery weather, all contributed towards making the trip an unforgettable and memorable experience.

Thank you so much, ISL, for giving us tpiootunity. We strongly urge the rest of you to sign up for the next
Model United Nations conferened (- Y4 SELISNA Sy OS e2dz 62y Qi F2NHSI




December Review
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Last month | was readingbout Mother Tongue and multilingualism in general. | came across this book which
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point. The book was assembled in the format of questions straightforward answers written in direct plain
English. The questions, | am afraid, tend to be a lot more interesting the than the answers! There are hundreds
of questions and you are bound to find many that had occurred to you in the past (if youreohdlck as old as
mine) or might be at the forefront of your thoughts if you have very young children. Most answers mefely
scratch the surface and often do not go beyond the common sense. There is a comprehensive list of wepsite:
and a good list of more sgialised books in the last chapter for those of us who would like to know moie.

Ironically, as a teacher what | found most useful in the book was not the questions and answers but a|very
comprehensive glossary of terms in the back of the book.

To whet you reading appetite, these are some of the questions:

Why are manyoliticians against bilingual education?

Does bilingualism cause an identity crisis?

My child refuses to use one of his/her languages. What should | do?

My child stutters. Is this caused bilingualism?

Will my child become equally fluent in two languages?

When watching television, should my child be encouraged to listen to one language or both languages?
My child mixes two languages. What should | do?

My second language is not perfect. Stibuspeak it to my child?

My child seems slow in learning to read. Is this due to bilingualism?

Language is an important part of our religion. Should my child learn a second language for this purpose?
Should my child use two languages when speaking tsdnee person?

Sergio Pawel




